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October 15, 2019 
 

To Whom it May Concern: 
 
On behalf of The Un/disciplined Feminist Lab led by Dr. Laura Zanotti in the Department of 
Anthropology, College of Liberal Arts, it is my sincere pleasure to provide a report on the activities of 
Pat-i Kayapó as a Visiting Scholar at Purdue University. The appointment began on August 5, 2019 and 
ended October 5, 2019. 
 
Pat-I Kayapó 
Mebengokre-Kayapó Indigenous Filmmaker 
Honors College Visiting Scholar 
Events Co-sponsored by the Department of Anthropology and Center for the Environment 
8/5/2019 through 10/5/2019 
Host Department: Anthropology 
Host Faculty: Laura Zanotti, lzanotti@purdue.edu 
 
Visiting Scholars are invited to the University to engage in scholarly activities for their own academic 
enrichment and that of the department which they have an appointment. Dr. Laura C. Zanotti served as 
your principal point of contact while you are at Purdue University. Although they have no formal 
departmental duties, below we list the following activities and events that you developed while at 
Purdue University in collaboration with the Department of Anthropology, The Honors College, the 
Center for the Environment, and the Native America Education and Cultural Center.  
 
About Pat-i 
Pat-i Kayapó is an indigenous filmmaker who is a member of the Mebêngôkre-Kayapó Tribe, Brazil, and has 
been collaborating with Dr. Laura Zanotti for over 5 years, which has facilitated exchanges between 
community members, filmmakers, and the Purdue community. His stay at Purdue during the celebration of 
the 150th anniversary would signal the Honor's college as a space for STEAM scholars from diverse 
backgrounds to forge new and innovative futures. As a filmmaker that works at the intersection of media 
infrastructures, sustainable energy, and documentary filmmaking, Pat-i would welcome the opportunity to 
serve as a visiting scholar to (1) complete a documentary he is working on and (2) engage with students on 
the following topics: critical data studies, sustainable energy, human rights, conservation, and food security. 
His stay at Purdue overlaps with the start of the Critical Data Studies (CDS) Learning community, a 
collaboration among the Honors College, Libraries, Anthropology, and Computer Science. In addition to a 
public lecture, he will interact with the CDS students, providing insights on the digital divide, technology 
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transfer, and security issues for marginalized groups. In addition to these discussions, he will bring honors 
students together with Engineering Project in Community Service (EPICS) students who have been working 
with Pat-i for over three years, to talk about the challenges of thinking about building sustainable energy 
futures. Hopefully, Pat-I will have a chance to sit with honor's college students to talk about forest 
conservation and food security. Pat-I does not have a traditional scholarly resume as an indigenous 
knowledge expert holder. He has screened and discussed his films at the 2017 InDigital conference, the 2018 
Smithsonian Film Festival, and over six universities in the United States and Brazil. He is also a recognized 
local leader and recognized local Professor of Kayapó cultural and natural heritage. 
 
Overview of Activities 
Pat-i was an active participant in the Honors College and Department of Anthropology events while on 
campus as well as connected with multiple different student groups. The students he engaged with included: 
Data Mine -Honors College Students (Ochs Classroom), Critical Data Studies Learning Community, EPICS 
Global Alternative Projects Brazil Team, and students from the Department of Anthropology. 
 
Awards Earned 
"Memy Biôk" by Pat-I Kayapó won first place in category 2  "My World and My Words" for the Photo 
Contest "In Our Own Words". Awarded by the RISE COLING research project November 2019.  
 https://photocontestdeadlines.com/photo-contest-list/in-our-own-words-2019/. Pati entered and submitted 
his work while a visiting scholar 
 
Week 1 

• Orientation to the area 
 
Week 2 

• August 30, 2019 Anna Ochs Podcast 
Pat-i met with and talked with two students from Anna Ochs class in the HSSE Digital Humanities to 
record a podcast about his filmmaking work. 

• August 30, 2019 Prophetstown 
Hosted by Associate Professor Dr. Dawn Marsh in the Department of History and NAECC faculty, 
Pati  

• August 30, 2019 Critical Data Studies Seminar Series  
Pat-i's talk about his filmmaking work was the launch of the 2019 Critical Data Seminar Series. In 
this talk, attended by more than twenty students, Pat-i emphasized challenges and opportunities for 
working in a no energy and no internet environment. 

• August 30, 2019 Opening Reception Ringel Gallery 
Associate Professor of Anthropology Laura Zanotti, convener of the Building Sustainable 
Communities signature research area, has arranged an informal social hour on August 30th at the 
Ringel Gallery (STEW Center) from 4:30 to 6:00 PM for several visitors from Brazil who will be 
working in her lab this fall.  All C4E affiliates are invited and if you have any visitors, particularly 
from Latin America, we encourage you to bring them along! This was co-sponsored by the College 
of Libera Arts, the Department of Anthropology, and the Center for the environment More 
information here:https://www.purdue.edu/discoverypark/environment/events/index.php?view=2209 

 
Week 3 

• September 2, 2019 Zanotti Office, Stone 323 
Pat-i was interviewed by Laura Garcia, UREP-C Colombia Visiting Undergraduate Scholar 
(https://www.purdue.edu/colombia/prospective-students/programs.php), and then subsequently 
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featured in her exhibit INCESSANT. He was interviewed about his filmmaking and camera work. 
Laura is designing a virtual exhibit on objects that represent conflict, struggle, and/or injustice in 
Latin America as her visiting scholar project. This was the first of a series of interviews to develop 
out the narrative for the project. 

• September 3, 2019 Dinner with Critical Data Studies Students 
Open dinner at Hillenbrand Hall with the current Data Mine Critical Data Studies Learning 
Community 

• September 4, 2019 EPICS Global Alternative Project Solutions Brazil Team Visit 
Pat-i worked with and visited the EPICS GAPS Brazil teams as they were forming for the semester. 
As a community project partner, he worked with the students at the ideation stage to identify project 
goals for the semester based on community needs. 

• September 4, 2019 EPICS APP Team Visit 
Pat-i worked with and visited the EPICS APP Brazil teams as they were forming for the semester. As 
a community project partner, he worked with the students at the ideation stage to identify project 
goals for the semester based on community needs for language app development. 

• September 5, 2019 Honors College Seminar Class - Anna Ochs 
Pat-i spoke with Anna Ochs Honors College Seminar class about his role as a filmmaker in his 
community. Structured as a question and answer, he spent time with the students talking about how 
he became a filmmaker, the topics of his films, recent fires in the Amazon, and other outside 
influences that are affecting Kayapó livelihoods.  

• September 8, 2019 Wea Creek Orchard 
The Department of Anthropology hosted a fall feast at Wea Creek Orchard. Pat-I and his son joined 
in on the departmental activities, picking apples and tasting local honey as he connected with faculty, 
staff, and students from the Department of Anthropology 

 
Week 4 

• September 10, 2019 Honors College Lunch 
This Honor's College organized event brought students together from across campus to learn more 
about human rights and indigenous rights issues in the Amazon. Located in the HCRS, more than 
seven students talked with Pat-I about the recent fires, current struggles he faces, and the long term 
fight indigenous peoples have had against the state and for their livelihoods 

• September 12, 2019 EPICS GAPS Team Visit 
Upon the request of the EPICS GAPS Brazil team, Pat-I meet with five student team members as a 
follow-up to their initial meeting. Team members had questions about the current media center 
design and ways in which they could provide recommendations for the infrastructure. They also were 
interested in learning more about the best storage solutions for the laptop and desktop computers as 
well as recommendations for avoiding dust and humidity. 

 
Week 5 

• September 18, 2019  
Doug Osman, Brian Lamb School of Communication, gave Pat-I a tour of the facilities in Stewart 
Center, both the film student equipment and the production studios.  

• September 20, 2019 
Pat-i was interviewed a second time by Laura Garcia, UREP-C Colombia Visiting Undergraduate 
Scholar (https://www.purdue.edu/colombia/prospective-students/programs.php), about his 
filmmaking and camera work. Laura is designing a virtual exhibit on objects that represent conflict, 
struggle, and/or injustice in Latin America as her visiting scholar project. This was the first of a 
series of interviews to develop out the narrative for the project. 
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Week 6 

• September 23, 2019 Protect the Amazon Fair WALC 1087 
Pat-I Kayapó, along with Eduardo Rafael Galv√£o and Gabriela Fink Salgado hosted an art fair and 
informal film screen to support direct trade purchases of artwork from several Meb√™ng√¥kre-
Kayapó villages.  

• September 25, 2019 EPICS Global Alternative Project Solutions Brazil Team Visit 
Pat-i visited the EPICS GAPS Brazil teams as they were finalizing their design review 
recommendations for the mid-semester. As a community project partner, he worked with the students 
to discuss storage and weather resilience needs. 

• September 25, 2019 EPICS APP Team Visit 
Pat-i met with two of the EPICS APPS team members to discuss mid-semester progress. Students 
presented wireframes for the app development, and asked questions about photos and words  the 
EPICS GAPS Brazil teams as they were finalizing their design review recommendations for the mid-
semester. As a community project partner, he worked with the students to discuss storage and 
weather resilience needs. 

• September 26, 2019 Anth 379 Dr. Harold Kory Cooper Native American Cultures 
Pat-i spoke with students in Anth 379 Native American Cultures about naming ceremonies, day to 
day life, and que 

• September 26, 2019 Anth 379 Dr. Harold Kory Cooper Native American Cultures 
Pat-i spoke with students in Anth 379 Native American Cultures about naming ceremonies, day to 
day life, and struggles. Students asked questions about the most difficult aspect of traveling to the 
United States, the different types of films he makes, when Meb√™ng√¥kre children receive 
beautiful names, and how his son was liking the school system in the United States. 

• September 26, 2019 Film Screening Honors College STEAM Lab 
The keystone event of the visit, Pat-I screened his first cut of Nhakpokti in the Honors College 
Steam lab to an audience of more than 25 people. After the film, he discussed a bit about the context 
and the making of the film. Audience members asked about social justice in an era of climate 
change, international laws related to indigenous rights, plans for continued post-production, and 
more about the K√¥k√¥j√£goti film collective. 

• September 27, 2019 Yale School of Forestry (Virtual) 
Pat-ivirtually presented in a panel entitled "The Amazon's political landscape: Bolsonaro's politics 
and indigenous resistance." This was hosted at the Yale School of Forestry to address urgent issues 
in climate change. Also on the panel was Christian Poitier of Amazon Watch. Kelsey Hartman, MS 
student in the Yale School of Forestry, served as the host. kelsey.hartman@yale.edu 

• September 27, 2019 Honor's College Spark Lab Pijanowski 
Pat-i visited Bryan Pijanowski's event in the Honor's Colle.ge Discovery Park Center for Global 
Soundscapes, the Birck Nanotechnology Center at Discovery Park and the School of Engineering 
Technology in the Purdue Polytechnic Institute, have combined their expertise to create an 
immersive, augmented reality experience that brings you to the oldest forest on Earth - the 
paleotropical rainforest on the island of Borneo.  You will be able to scale a 150 foot a tower to 
experience the top of the "misty" canopy where you will hear duetting gibbons bark across the river 
canyon below.  On your travel to the top, you will hear selected sounds from over 750 species of 
animals including 32 species of cicadas that pulsate in very unusual ways.  Visitors will be guided 
through this experience with a tablet that is connected to augmented reality software which presents 
information about the major sounds you hear and the technologies supporting sound production.  
You will also learn about the innovative transparent speaker technology that produces the amazing 
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soundscapes recorded by the Center for Global Soundscapes during its 3-month research expedition 
in 2014.  Send students from your class to experience this unique place! Venue: Purdue's Leap Year 
Conference of the Future  (part of the Ideas). 

 
Outside of Purdue 

• Conference Participant. 5th Annual FLARE Conference: The mission of the FLARE network 
(Forests & Livelihoods: Assessment, Research, and Engagement) is to establish a Community of 
Practice that advances the state of knowledge of the intersection of forests and livelihoods. In 
bringing together stakeholders – researchers, practitioners, donors, and decision makers – 
FLARE will leverage efforts that enrich the understanding of forest-livelihood interactions. The 
FLARE Secretariat is excited to host the 5th annual FLARE meeting in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
Join us for a few warm summer days, to collectively reflect on the ways in which FLARE has 
revealed and produced new knowledge about forests and livelihoods.  

• Instructor Battlefield Cinema Workshop, Chicago, IL: Pat-I Kayapó and Simone Giovine (Béture 
Collective, Protected Forest Association) were hosted by Dr. Kimberly Marion Suiseeya (Political 
Science, Northwestern University) and the Center for Native American and Indigenous Research 
(CNAIR). In addition to giving a two-day workshop entitled Battlefield Cinema, they met with 
library staff at the Newberry and participated in the opening of the Newbery Native American Film 
Festival. 

 
 

If you should have any questions about these or any other activities, please do not hesitate to email me. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Laura Zanotti 
Associate Professor | Department of Anthropology | Purdue University 
Associate Director | Center for the Environment | Purdue University 
lzanotti@purdue.edu, 206-650-4268 (cell) 
 
 
 


